Printers CASE: 
Humbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the 


| Honourable the Houſe f COM MON Ss. 


EI is Humbly conceivd, That the Tax of One Penny 
"I upon a Half Sheet, and Two Pence upon a Sheet of 
ID. cvery Paper and Pamphlet, is not intended as a Method 
EE9 for preventing Libels; becauſe a Remedy for this is 
Propos'd, by obliging the Bookſeller and Printer of eve- 

ry Paper, to ſet their Names and Places of Abode to the ſaid 


Papers. 


Trar after the ſaid Duty (of about Twenty Pages of Half 
Sheets which come out every Week, beſides many other Occafſio- 


nal ones) there will not Two be publiſh'd, by reaſon of this Tax : 
which will advance every Penny Paper to Three Pence, or Two 
Pence Halfpenny at leaſt, and every Pamphlet in Proportion. 


Thar of many Hundred Maſter-Printers and Journymen in this 
City, two Thirds do entirely depend upon the Printing of ſmall 
Papers and Pamphlets, eſpecially the latter ; by which all Britain 


is ſapplied with Sermons, and other TraQs of Devotion, at a cheap 


Rate : And therefore two Thirds of the ſaid Printers, with their 
Families, muſt be entirely Ruin'd. 


T rar, with all Submiflion, nothing will contribute more to the 
Spreading and Publiſhing Seditions Libels, than the faid Tax ; be- 
cauſe, it is to be feard, that many of the poorer Printers, to pre-= 
vent their Families fromStarving, will be tempted toPrint whatſo- 
ever ſhall be offer d them, by any Perſon who will be at rhe Charge 
of the Impreſſhon, tho' at never ſo great a Hazard. 


THAT the intended Tax upon Paper (which to the Buyer will 
amount to near 30 per Cent.) is apprehended to be a ſufficient Load 
upon the Printers, and perhaps equal to that upon any other Trade. 


T#rarT Paper, after it is Printed, is of no intrinfick Value at all, 
but depends merely upon the Humour and Opinion of People; and 
that there are few Printers in this Town, who have not many Thou- 
ſand Copies by them, which they daily ſell for waſte Paper. 


THar the Printers are heartily diſpoſed to corrett all Abuſes 
in their Trade ; and have herewith annex'd their humble Proeo- 
-ALS to that End, to this HonouraBLEt Houssz; which they doubt 
Mot will prove the moſt effettual Means, for preventing the Publis 
ing of all Seditions Libels and Famphlets. 
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